
Cotopaxi Sombra Sun Hoodie Review 
Featherweight Performance for Long Days Under the Sun 

The modern sun hoodie has become one of the most important pieces of gear in the 
outdoor athlete’s wardrobe. Whether you’re hiking alpine trails, casting on a mountain 
stream, running exposed ridgelines, or simply walking under a summer sun, the right sun 
hoodie can provide protection, comfort, and performance without adding unnecessary 
weight. 

The Cotopaxi Sombra Sun Hoodie stands out because it excels in the fundamentals. 
Rather than relying on exotic cooling technologies or complex fabric constructions, 
Cotopaxi has focused on building an exceptionally lightweight, highly breathable garment 
that disappears while you wear it. 

Weight: The Defining Feature 

At just 159 grams (5.6 ounces), the Sombra is one of the lightest purpose-built sun 
hoodies available today. In our comparison of six premium outdoor sun hoodies, it was the 
lightest product tested. Its low weight makes it particularly attractive for hikers, 
backpackers, trail runners, and travelers seeking maximum sun protection with minimal 
burden. 

For perspective, the Sombra weighs approximately 42 grams less than the Outdoor 
Research ActiveIce Spectrum Sun Hoodie and more than 100 grams less than the 
Patagonia Tropic Comfort Natural Sun Hoody. 

Hooded Design 

The Sombra features a scuba-style hood that provides secure coverage of the head, neck, 
and ears. Unlike loose-fitting hoods that can flap in windy conditions, the Sombra’s hood 
stays in place remarkably well while hiking, running, and fishing. The hood design also 
integrates effectively with sunglasses and caps for additional sun protection. 

Long-Sleeve Coverage 

The long sleeves are designed specifically for extended sun exposure. Integrated 
thumbholes allow the sleeves to extend over the back of the hands, increasing coverage 
during prolonged outdoor activity. Combined with the hood, the Sombra provides nearly 
complete upper-body sun protection without relying heavily on sunscreen. 

UPF 50+ Protection 

Sun protection is the primary mission of any sun hoodie, and the Sombra delivers. The 
fabric is rated UPF 50+, blocking approximately 98 percent of harmful ultraviolet radiation. 



This level of protection makes the hoodie suitable for long days above tree line, desert 
hiking, fishing, paddling, and other activities where direct sun exposure is unavoidable. 

Moisture Wicking and Breathability 

The Sombra’s lightweight recycled polyester fabric is highly breathable and moisture 
wicking. During strenuous climbs and high-output activities, the fabric allows heat and 
moisture to escape efficiently while drying quickly. Independent field testing has 
highlighted the hoodie’s ability to remain comfortable during steep ascents and warm-
weather hiking without feeling overly saturated or restrictive. 

For runners and hikers operating in warm climates, this breathability is one of the 
garment’s strongest attributes. 

Seam Construction 

The Sombra utilizes anti-chafing flatlock seam construction along its side panels. 
Flatlock seams reduce friction by eliminating raised seam edges that can rub against the 
skin during repetitive movement. This construction is particularly beneficial when carrying 
a backpack, swinging trekking poles, running long distances, or making repetitive casting 
motions while fishing. 

Designed for Hiking, Fishing, Running, and Walking 

The Sombra’s versatility is one of its greatest strengths. 

Hiking: Lightweight construction and UPF 50+ protection make it ideal for long mountain 
days. 

Fishing: The hood, long sleeves, and sun protection are well suited to extended exposure 
on lakes, rivers, and coastal environments. 

Running: At 159 grams, the hoodie is light enough for trail running and endurance events 
where weight and breathability matter. 

Walking and Travel: Comfortable fabric, casual styling, and packability make it easy to 
wear both on and off the trail. 

Unlike many highly specialized garments, the Sombra transitions seamlessly between 
activities. 

Men’s and Women’s Availability 

The Sombra is available in both men’s and women’s versions throughout the United 
States. Both versions offer the same core performance features, including UPF 50+ 
protection, moisture management, hooded coverage, thumbholes, and flatlock seam 
construction. 



A Feature None of the Competitors Offer 

One of the Sombra’s most interesting design details is its stretch invisible stash pocket 
located at the rear side seam. The pocket is discreet when not in use yet large enough to 
carry a key, identification, credit card, or energy gel. Few ultralight sun hoodies offer any 
storage at all, making this a unique and practical addition. 

Final Verdict 

The Cotopaxi Sombra Sun Hoodie succeeds because it focuses on the fundamentals. It is 
lightweight, breathable, protective, comfortable, and versatile. While other competitors 
may offer specialized cooling technologies or premium fabric blends, none combine low 
weight, UPF 50+ protection, flatlock seam construction, men’s and women’s availability, 
and practical storage in a package as light as the Sombra. 

Feather & Arrow Collective Rating 

Weight: 10/10 
Sun Protection: 10/10 
Breathability: 9/10 
Versatility: 10/10 
Innovation: 9/10 
Overall: 9.6/10 

Award: Featherweight Champion 

For hikers, anglers, runners, walkers, and travelers seeking maximum performance per 
gram, the Cotopaxi Sombra Sun Hoodie sets the benchmark. 


